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Responses to School Bullying in China: Restorative Justice
SHUAI Hong-lan, LIU Jian—hong
(Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Macau, Macau 999078, China)

Abstract: School bullying incidents have occurred frequently in recent years, and many of these incidents
have caused serious harm to the physical and mental health for school children and have had negative impact
on stability and harmony of the society. It is urgent to regulate and solve this problem. Therefore, the academic
community has made the corresponding response, putting forward two programs of strong intervention and non
intervention of public power. One stresses strong intervention of state and law to punish the offenders, but the
other believes minimum intervention would have long term overall effect due to avoiding labeling effects. The
authors propose that the adoption of “restorative justice” model is an effective way to reduce and prevent the
school bullying. Contrary to the traditional retributive justice, the object of restorative justice is the reparation
of harm. The restorative justice model has been implemented successfully in preschools, elementary, secondary
schools and so on in many western countries since the end of the 20th century. It helps offenders recognize
their mistakes and actively correct their mistakes, and return back to school, family and community. Also, it
effectively helps the victims get spiritual comfort and obtain compensation and apology from the offender, fi—
nally realizing the harmony of the whole campus atmosphere and social relations.

Key words: school bullying; intervention; restorative justice; harmony
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